THE LAST THIRTY YEARS
passed in the next years; an Indian Act was passed in 1914. And by
an Order in Council of 24th June, 1912, the Act was applied to the
Crown Colonies and to Cyprus.
The section providing for deposit, however, applies solely to books
published in the United Kingdom, though high authority has held
that the clause applies by inference to the other countries of the
Empire. It is^ by force of the local legislation rather than of the
Imperial Act that the Museum and the other libraries receive books
published outside the United Kingdom. Local legislation, which
excludes Government publications in general from deposit, orders
the delivery of Acts, Ordinances and the like.
Delivery at the Museum from the Dominions and Colonies is not
complete, but is nevertheless fairly well observed. Cypriot Greek
pamphlets celebrating minor local events in Saturnian verse (the
metre of "the king was in the counting-house") became after 1911
a frequent and amusing feature of the cataloguer's day. But were
copyright not so thorny a subject, there would seem to be a case for
an amending Act to rectify the imperfect drafting of the Act.
By another oversight in drafting, trade advertisements were not
excluded by the Act from deposit with books and papers. As no other
form of registration was provided, that hitherto, and latterly very
irregularly, provided by Stationers' Hall having been dropped out,
many trade firms conceived the idea that they could obtain regis-
tration, and free registration at that, by the simple process of delivery
at the Museum, whose receipts would serve the purpose. Floods of
worthless leaflets and labels poured in, and some, bearing the Museum's
dated blue copyright stamp, reached the tables of cataloguers, who
gazed at them in despair and (official conscience forbidding them to
remove and destroy them secretly) slipped them under books and
papers where they could be quietly forgotten. A protest was made
by the Keeper, and at the Trustees' instance the Copyright (British
Museum) Act (5 & 6 Geo. V3 c. 38) was passed in 1915, exempting
the Museum from the duty of receiving such matter, the copyright
in which under the Act of 1911 was, however, left undisturbed.1
By the Act of Separation of Southern Ireland from the United
Kingdom in 1921 the reciprocal obligation of deposit was retained: